and Northeastern Illinois University collaborated to better understand biological differences in AA men that may impact PCa risks, by developing modeling systems to study PCa. The research projected aimed to develop a preclinical model to examine PCa in patient samples from Chicago. years, PB has been active in community-academic partnerships. As a key community partner for ChicagoCHEC, PB has been a community partner for two incubator pilot projects.
AA men identified, trained, and engaged as citizen scientists is hypothesized to support the identification and recruitment of a cohort of healthy AA men needed to validate the Prostate Health Index as an innovative way to screen for PCa that is more likely to indicate the presence of true disease compared to existing PCa screening with prostate-specific antigen. 4 In both projects under ChicagoCHEC, PB has used its expertise as a community partner to identify and engage AA men in research. Traditionally, AA men are considered a hardto-reach population in clinical and translational research. 5 However, the footprint of PB and the adaptation of evidence based theoretical and conceptual frameworks have allowed PB to emerge as an innovate community partner advancing clinical and translational research addressing health inequities in AA men. 5 This community perspective highlights the role of PB in two ChicagoCHEC projects and provides a historical overview of PB as a community partner that has collaborated on multiple community-academic partnerships. By sharing the perspective of PB as a community partner we hope to demonstrate how community partners can be "hidden figures" in research that play an integral role advancing health equity research.
HISTORY OF PB IN CHICAGO
PB had its genesis in November of 1997. PB was birthed out of the need for a holistic place for AA men who received care at the Cook County Health and Hospital System, on the south side of Chicago. PB was built on the adaptation of multiple theoretical frameworks and conceptual models including the health belief model, community empowerment model, elements of community-based participatory research and ideas of "manhood." [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] PB was founded on the broad and holistic definition of health by the World Health Organization. 12 PB was established under the principle that "healthy" encompasses complete physical, mental, social, economic and spiritual well-being, not merely the absence of disease. 12 At its core, PB asserted that health is a fundamental human right and an issue of social justice. 13 To achieve its mission, PB sought 
WHO DID WE SERVE AND WHAT DID WE DO?
For over two decades, PB provided health services and public health support to more than 30,000 men and families.
14 Services ranged from doctor visits, to job readiness, resume development, decreasing stigma for safe sexual practices including access to free condoms in places were men convene like barber shops and gyms, manhood development classes, fatherhood classes, and an array of other services. In Chicago, PB ushered in a way to leverage traditional places where men convene and share to support the development and dissemination of important health messaging and screening for AA men.
BARRIERS AND FACILITATORS TO ENGAGING AA MEN IN RESEARCH
One of the key reasons why PB has been an integral partner in community-academic partnerships such as those seen in the Black Men's Health and Community Engagement NCI U54 ChicagoCHEC is based on the fact that PB builds on the assets of AA men while also acknowledging structural and systemic factors that impede the achievement of health in AA men (Table 1) . For example, in PCa screening, research and navigation, medical mistrust has been cited as a key factor why AA men are not compliant with PCa screening and treatment recommendations. 15, 16 This factor further perpetuates the challenge of the inclusion and engagement of AA men in PCa research, which results in research findings that are potentially noninclusive of a myriad of factors that may indicate the lack of generalizability of PCa research findings traditionally conducted among White men. 17 Although epigenetics is an emerging field in cancer disparities research, there is a paucity of data that examine factors such as structural violence, food insecurity, stress, racism and social isolation within the continuum of PCa among AA men. 16 As a result, the role of PB PB has also been recognized by the CDC for its outstanding work to eradicate health inequities among AA men and it was also mentioned by the CDC as one of the top programs in the country. 21 International superstars such as hip hop artist
Common have also used their celebrity partnering with PB to promote PCa screening among AA men.
To address the growing gaps in health inequities among AA men related to cancer disparities, PB has been an integral dissemination and engagement partner for two pilot research projects affiliated with the NCI U54 Chicago CHEC. 
CONCLUSIONS
ChicagoCHEC represents a key place and space within cancer health equity research that is committed to fostering 
